
Dear Parents/Guardians, 

 

I want to take this opportunity to wish everyone a Happy Holiday 
Season! I hope you are able to find time to enjoy with your family. 
Thank you to everyone who sent in non-perishable items for our PBIS 
Turkey Trot. It was a huge success as we collected 1,152 items for 
our Backpack Program and were able to send home meals for     
Thanksgiving to our students. 1st Grade won the contest and           
celebrated with a popcorn party! 
 

Due to Covid restrictions in place, we are not having an in-person    
holiday concert. Ms. Davis is recording the students singing holiday 
songs and will share this with everyone just before we leave for 
break. Stay tuned…. 
 

As winter and cold temperatures settle in, please make sure your 
child comes to school wearing a coat, boots, hat and mittens/gloves. 
If you are in need of any winter items, please let us know as we may 
be able to assist you. Teachers have the option to take students    
outside as long as the wind chill is above  
20 degrees, so please plan on outdoor  
activities continuing in the winter months. 
 

Our Holiday Vacation will be  
December 24 - January 2. All students will  
return to school on Monday,                                                             
January 3, 2022.  
Please have a safe and joyful holiday. 
 

 Laurie Nohle 

 Principal 



PreK has been learning about families and traditions.  This 
month we are taking time to appreciate how everyone is      
different and has different ways of celebrating.  As the holiday 
season approaches, take a moment to think about something 

special you do with your family and 
do it!  Savor each minute as you   
create wonderful memories!   

 

Happy Holidays from PreK! 

Mrs. Hennigan 

Mrs. McIntosh 

Mrs. Merchant 

Mrs. Zehr 

 



The holidays are in full swing here in the                 
kindergarten hallway. All 6 classes have done a great 
job getting festive in our door decorating contest, 
complete with cozy fireplaces, Pete the Cat Santa’s, 
a class riding the polar express, Christmas trees, gin-
gerbread houses and even elves! We will be        
completing all our letter sounds before Christmas 
break. Please practice all of those as well as reading 
with your child every day. When you show your love 
of reading, it encourages them to want to learn 
how. We appreciate all you do from home and hope 
you all enjoy a happy holiday break.  

HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM THE                      

KINDERGARTEN TEAM! 

Mrs. Bellinger 

Mrs. Cloonan 

Mrs. Darou 

Mrs. Dillabough 

Mrs. Jones 

Mrs. Lothrop 

Mrs. Parker 

Mrs. Yodice 



It was the week of Christmas break, 

And every family heard 

“There’s nothing to do!” 

Isn’t that absurd? 

 

The presents had been opened  

And the shopping was done 

“I’m Bored,” they said. 

“Can’t we do something fun?” 

 

Out of nowhere there it was; 

The school newsletter! 

“It’s a  winter bingo!” they cried! 

“Won’t this make things better?” 

 

Boredom will be gone,  

And who knows what you might find. 

A love for reading? 

Or maybe just a child so kind? 

 

So each day,  

Pick an activity to do. 

Before you know it, 

The week will be through. 

Print out the Winter Bingo game on the next page! 

 

Merry Christmas from the First Grade Team!! 

Mrs. Bamann, Mrs. Devine, Mrs. Dupee, Mrs. Keenan, Mrs. 

O’Riley-Smith, Mrs. Skipper, and Mrs. Tyo 

First G
rad

e 





  

*Our classrooms can fluctuate in temperature.  It would 
be helpful if your child had a sweatshirt they could put 
on if it gets chilly.  Also, since it is winter boot season, 
please remind your child that they need sneakers for 
gym days. 

*Cornell Cooperative Extension has been visiting second 
grade once a month to talk about fruits and              
vegetables.  Ms. Elizabeth teaches the students about 
the importance of eating a healthy, well balanced        
diet.  Ask your child about the monthly foods they have 
been able to sample. 

The Second Grade Team 

Mrs. Bennett, Mrs. Gunn, Mrs. 

Kiechle, Mrs. Knight, Miss Martin, 

Mrs. Mehaffy, Mrs. Pacini, and    

Mrs. Slate 



Mrs. Pacini’s 2nd grade class             

participated in “Ornaments for the    

Elderly”, organized by Katie Day to 

benefit seniors in Jefferson County. 



 
 
 
 
We are so glad that students and staff are back to school…BUT we have to 

do it safely!! 

 

There are so many new protocols that our Health Office has to follow, so if your 
child doesn’t feel well, please consider keeping them at home. 

 

Some Important things to know about the Health Office: 

 A phone call will likely be made now if your child is absent for infection    
control and Covid-19 protocol. 

  

 Please call the Health office if you are keeping your child home due to      
illness or other reasons. 

  

 The Health office has a good supply of children’s masks if needed!   
  

 We will contact you by phone for any injuries incurred at school. 
  

 Medications CAN be given at school as long as we have the following: 
  

 Physician’s written permission. 
  

 Parent’s written permission. 
  

 Medication must be in original bottle labeled by the pharmacy. 
  

 Adult parent or designated adult must bring medication to school. 
  

 A parent and/or adult designee may come to school and administer   
medication any time. 

  
PLEASE DO NOT SEND ANY MEDICATION TO SCHOOL WITH YOUR CHILD!! 

 

    Children’s vaccine clinic planned for Dexter 

                Please see the General Brown Website 
 

To support its efforts to prevent the spread of COVID 19 and protect the health of students and staff, 
General Brown Central School District is working with Jefferson County Public Health to host a vaccine 
clinic for children ages 5 to 11. The district's intention is to provide a convenient location with after-
school timeslots to which members of the school community can take advantage. The clinic to            
administer the Pfizer vaccine to 5- to 11-year-olds will take place from 3 to 6 p.m. Monday, December 
20th at Dexter Elementary School, 415 East Grove Street in Dexter. Appointments can be made online. 



 



If you have any questions/concerns please contact the Health Office at    

Dexter Elementary. 

Mrs. Linda Gracey, RN 

School Nurse 

 

Dexter Elementary 

Direct: 315-779-2333 

Fax #: 315-639-6345 

Email:  lgracey@gblions.org 



 



Phys Ed  

with Mr. Hartle 

The Physical Education Classes have wrapped up their physical fitness units and 

learned a variety of ways that they stay physically fit. Students worked hard at many 

stations challenging the five components of physical fitness (flexibility, agility, 

cardiovascular endurance, muscular endurance, and muscular strength). They should also 

be able to state a goal in which they wish to accomplish by the end of the year. 

 

Physical Education Classes will now be moving into the direction of winter 

sports. Basketball and Volleyball units will last three weeks apiece. Students will learn 

basic skills and compete in modified games. Students will understand game concepts and 

develop a sense of fair play. 

 

Hopefully your child is taking advantage of the winter sports opportunities here at 

General Brown. Youth wrestling is starting for both boys and girls. Please ask for more 

information if needed. We hope that you are taking every opportunity 

to get out and get some exercise. Please remember that boots and    

jewelry are not allowed in class. Pack your child’s sneakers in their 

backpack as weather changes. 



Kindergarteners,1st 
graders, & 2nd graders 
worked on holiday 
songs to present to 
parents in a virtual    
video!  The videos will 
be posted on Seesaw 
and Parent Square.  



Ingredients: 

2 cups flour 

½ cup salt 

¾ cup water 

 

 

Salt Dough 



 

We Dexter students have been busy learning about the parts 

of a book.  Soon we’ll be learning the difference between     

fiction books and non-fiction books, and then we’ll find out 

how to look for books in the library!  Mrs. Hardwick is going 

to take us on a tour, and we’re going to learn about someone 

named Melvil Dewey.  He sounds like one of Donald Duck’s 

nephews, but Mrs. Hardwick said that he doesn’t quack; he 

just arranged books.  We’ll see!           -Mrs. Hardwick 

Don’t forget to read!!  The library website has 

eBooks, and Tumblebooks and Sora for online 

reading, all for free through our school! 

Browse the activities that follow for some fun 

over the break!! -Mrs. Foss 











 












